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US, German and Japanese applicants still file the greatest numbers of
European patent applications. In 2006, applications by German
applicants increased by just over 3% and those by Japanese applicants

by 4.5%. US applications filed over 6% more applications.
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Applicants from countries - other than
European contracting states, the US and 4000
Japan - which file most European patent
applications generally showed significant 3500
increases in the numbers of applications
filed, with the exception of India. 3000
In terms of percentage growth over 2005,
China showed the most remarkable growth 25007
— over 33%.
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Filings by applicants from South Korea and
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Filings by the top eight European contracting states
after Germany showed little growth in 2006. Only
applications by applicants from Switzerland and
Belgium showed significant growth. The trend of
increasing filings by Netherlands applicants was
broken in 2006, with a fall of about 5%. Filing by
applicants from the other states showed no significant
chanae.
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[JEuropean Examinations

OlInternational Preliminary Examinations

Processing of European Patent Applications by
the EPO

Search

The total of European searches and International searches carried
out be the EPO in 2006 was almost exactly the same as the total in
2005. Compared to 2005, the number of International searches
remained basically constant. The number of European searches
increased slightly. Given the increase in applications filed, this means
that backlogs of European searches increased again in 2006. In 50%
of cases the search was completed after less than 6.6 months (2005:
6.4 months).

Examination

Making the longer period (31 months from priority) for entry into the
European regional phase under PCT Chapter Il generally available
without the need to request International Preliminary Examination is
still having its effect. In 2006 the number of International Preliminary
Examinations carried out by the EPO continued its fall.

Along with other measures, this tactic of reducing demand for
International Preliminary Examinations has assisted the EPO in
focusing effort more on examinations of European patent
applications. The number of European examinations has been
increasing strongly, though the number was slightly less in 2006 than
in 2005.

The introduction of the EESR (Extended European Search Report) is
expected to speed up processing in future. However, it is still too
early to judge the effect of EESRs.

Grant

In contrast to the number of European examinations carried out, the
number of patents granted increased significantly in 2006, as
compared with 2005. In 2006, 27.5% of grants were completed within
three years of the filing of the European patent application (2005:
25.3 %). The average time taken to grant a patent was 44.3 months
(2005: 45.3 months).

Overall, processing of aver 110,000 applications was concluded in
2006 (compared to about 100,000 in 2005). 17% of these
applications were abandoned by the applicant at the search phase,
while 27% were withdrawn or rejected during the examination phase.
56% of cases ended with a European patent being granted.

Grant
70000
60000 o
500001 3D 2 o 3
© =3 a [}
© » S o
40000+ 2 © g N
w (o)
30000 ®
20000
10000+
0
2 2 2 S 2
C. C. C. (@) (@)
2 % % % %
O Grants

The full EPO Annual Report for 2006 contains much more than the outline information provided here. The Annual Report is
available on the EPO website: http://www.epo.org/about-us/office/annual-reports/2006.html.




